
Of BP IN ALIEN SPACl. 
FAPTHFLFfT CARRIER 
AftGO F NCOUNTtRS AN 
FNfMY 7HAT WAS ONCf 
A FRIEND . .. 




OUT IN DEEP 5PACE DRIFTED THE GIANT 
EARTH FEDERATION CARRIER, ARGO. 
HOME TO MANY MEN, IT PATROLLED 
THE HOSTILE RIM OF THE GALAXY. 
SKIRMISHES WITH ALIENS AND 
RENEGADES WERE NOT UNCOMMON. 
NOW AND AGAIN AN ENTIRE PATROL 
WENT MISSING , BUT ARGO CONTINUED 
ON HER RELENTLESS COURSE . MORE 
PILOTS WERE FLOWN OUT FROM EARTH 
CENTRAL, AND THE CRAFT REPLACED BY 
ARGO'S OWN FACTORIES. SOON THESE 
INCIDENTS BECAME STATISTICS, 
LOGGED AND ALL BUT FORGOTTEN. 
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the recognition 

SIGNAl HAS BEEN 
SENT—NO REPLY. 


RETREATOR WE FIRE! 


BUTJ>JE CRAFT P IP NOT RETREA T. AND ARGO CAME UNDER HEAVY 


ATTACK 


JUPE .. .A 5TARBUST 
~T FORMATION! YÊ 







/ HEAVY PHASER FIRE WILl Vi 
DEPLETE OUR ENERGY BANKS! 
WECANNOT ENGAGE MUCH 

> zar i ~i i~rn ■■ 11 
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WE'RE IN BIG TROUBIE! 







<Tm 



BROOIE TO ARGO! 1'M GOING AFTER 
[THEIR LEADER! !F I CAN GET HIM. IT ' 
SBT MIGHT UNSETTLE THEM! 









SLOWED TO COAAE Al' 


THEY'RE BREAKINGAWAY 





















IF WE RE-PROGRAMMED THE TACTICAl 
r COMPUTER WITH RANDOM, NON- ^ 
STANDARD EVASION TATICS, I THINkJ 
ft m w WE COULD TAKE THEM. 
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iiUT V.'HC KNOW3 vVHAPS INVGl vtü? 

SUPPOSINGHE'STHROWNINHIS ■ 
HAND WITH ANOTHER SPACE POWER. 
WE DAREN'T RISK HOSTILITIE5 
WITHOUT PROPER 5UPPORT. V 
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I DON'T KNOW WHAT TO THINK. I'D 
CERTAINLY LIKE CRAIG BROUGHT IN— 
HE'5 GOT A LOT TO ANSWER FOR. 


9 




• r , 


I w w w J - «' — — II 


I 3 

— fl “ 


U : 


ïïj^j 


Sk 


lil: 


IA'. 


Ml 


•t*“S 


Ml 


LET ME TRY TO FIND HIM AND TALK. 
SIRIHE WAS MY FRIEND! 
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PERMISSION GRANTED. BRODIE. WE'LL 
STAY IN PARKING ORBIT FOR A WHIIE! 
BUT REMEMBER .. .I M RETREATING AT 
THE FIRST 5IGN OF ANY THREAT TO THE 
ARGO! T m -* 


THE TAKE OFF ALERT WAS SOUNDED 
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PH WE'RE ABOUT TO GO OUT OF ) M 
CONTACT, ARGO! NO SIGN OF HOSTILES 






BREAK! BREAK! HOSTILES ON 
VISUAL .. .BELOW AT 60 F.T! 


BUT THE MOMENT THE INTENSE TURBULENCE 
OF THE UPPER ATMOSPHERE BIANKED OUT 
MICROWAVE SCANNING— 
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WITH SUCH A VAST DEPTH OF FIREPOWER, 
THE HOSTILES WERE FORCED TO BREAK W* 
FORMATION. ^ w Mnd 


GOT HIM! WHY DOESN'T 


HE EJECT! 


WHY DIDN'T HE EJECT? HEAD FOR 
THE 5URFACE! CHASE 'EM DOWN! 


M l'VE SEEN FRIENDLIER-LOOKINGJBS 
PLACES. WHERE ARE THEY GONNA LAND? 








THERE! LOOK! 
RIGHT AHEAD» 


IMKER YAWNED OPEN IN 
planee surface-and 
^ -OOISAPPEf 


NOWWHAT. SKIPPER? 


BACK TO THE DRAW1NG BOARD! FIND OUT WHY THIS 
* PLANET IS A FIGHTER BASE, AND WHY THEIR PILOTS 
DON'T EJECT FROM CRIPPLED CRAFT, AND WHO THEY 
■MT ARE FIGHTING FOR. 1 ^ - 


A$ THE SQUADRON HEADED BACK TO THE COMMAND 5HIP, SCOTT MADE A DETOUR 
TO THE PLANET'S SURFACE TO PICK UP THE “ 

CRASHED CRAFT. 
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ONCE BACK IN ARGO'S MAINTENANCE BAY— 

Ifiii ^J| 

^HE'S DEAD! BUT LOOK AT HIS FEET!^ 


■ -•••- 

JHEY'RE SHACKLED TO THE FLOOR! J 


THERE’S A SHATTERED 
ROBOT HERE! 
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TAKE IT FOR ANALYSIS. 
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WHY AREN'T THEY ALLOWED TO 
EJECT? ARE THESE PILOTS BEING 
FORCED TO FLY? 
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OBVIOUSLY! BUT WHY. 
AND BY WHOM? 




mi 


LET ME GO BACK AND LAND NEAR THAT BUNKER/) 
SIR! LET ME TRY TO FIND OUT WHAT'S GOING ON. 
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THE SHORT DISTANCE BEAMER WAS A 
MOIECUIAR TRANSPORTER USED TO F 
PERSONNEL OVER LIMITED DISTANCES. 

























WHAT THE . .7? 


THE STRANGE SEMI-^Vr 
DORMANT CREATURE HAD 
SENSEDFOOD — THE ^ 
CALCIUM CONTAINED IN 
SCOTT'S BODY * 


YIIHH! IT'S FAST! 
AND POWERFULl 




THEY MUST AWAKEN AS SOON AS 
■r THEY SENSE MOVEMENT! 'KJ 
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A ROBOT SOCIETY .. . OBVIOU5LY 
RUN BY THOSE UGLY-LOOKING 
GHOULS BEING DRIVEN ABOUT. 
THERE DON'T SEEM MANY OF 
THEM! CERTAINLY NOT WHAT 
THE COMMANDER WOUID CAIL A 
“V MAJOR SPACE POWER! ^ 


EVENTUAUY THE GROUP ARRIVED IN THE MAIN HALL — 


WELCOME TO MY PIANET. 
I AMSPERIS, THERULER. 
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THE VOICE WA5 UNMISTAKABLY 
ALIEN ALTHOUGH TRANSLATED INTO SCOTT'S LANGUAGE. 
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( YOU ARE THE CREATURE I HAVE 
1 AWAITED FOR A LONG. LONG - 
TIME! THE ONE WHO WILL HELP ME 
CONQUER THE GAIAXY! 


BECAUSE I AM SUPERIOR! YOU CANNOT 
DENY ME ANYTHING! TAKE HIM TO THE 

TT T treatment chamber. 



























NOT TOO BAD! HOW LONG 
TT HAVE I BEEN OUT? 
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NO IDEA! YOU WERE BROUGHT IN HERE ABOUT 
TWELVE HOURS AGO. BUT HOW LONG $INCE 
YW YOU WERE CAUGHT l'VE NO IDEA. 
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AND THI5,1 GATHER. 15 WHERE YOU'VE 
BEEN KEPT SINCE YOU DISAPPEARED? 


YES! WE'RE NOT TRAITOR5, AS YOU MUST HAVE 
REALI5ED. I'LL PUT YOU IN THE PICTURE ABOUT 
WHAT HAPPENED. 
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THEY WEREN'T EXPECTED TO SURVIVE LONG. IN VIEW OF THE INH OSPITABLE Cl IMATE 
AND THE VIVIPODS, THE FLESH EATING CREATURES — IPSStfr* 




























WE IANDED WITH£ 
NO PROBIEMS, BUT ... 
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FROM THEN ON WE BECAME SPERIS' STRIKE-FORCE 




Ld 


WE HAVE FOUND NEW SEAMS OF ZYNTHMIUM TO FUEl THE 
r CRAFT! YOU WIU PATROL REGUIARIY UNTIl A STARSHIP - 
COMES WITHIN RANGE ... AND THEN YOU WILL TAKE IT' 


AND IF WE REFUSE? 


m 
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WE'VE BEEN KEPT IN COMBAT READINÉSS 
FOR TWO YEARS, JUST WAITING FOR A 
STARSHIP TO 5TRAY NEAR. 
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FROM NOW ON, YOU Wlll PATROL 
WITH THE SQUADRON AND WATCH 
■5TFOR THE APPROACH OF ANY M 
•-r sTARSHiP! 


BEFORE LONG, SCOTT WAS FORCED TO FLY 
HiS FIRST PATROL — 


ISN'T THERE ANYTHING WE CAN DO, 
DICK? SURELY THERE'S SOME WAY 
7 OF UNLOADING THESE ROBOTS! £ 


NOTHING DOING! WE'VÉ TRlED 
7 EVERYTHING IN THE PAST! V 


V AAAHH! I — I 1 
JU5T FOUNDOUT! 


i\ \ 
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MANY UNTIS LATER. AFTER NUMEROUS FRUITIESS PATRQLS — 

































SOON AFTERWARDS. THEJ.V1 
STARSHIP COMv*.ANDER 
signalled his W[$H ToW^ 

SURRENDER ... ANDBBbIEJ 
RECEIVED ORDERS TO DESCEND 
SLOWLY TO THE PLANET'S DB 

SURF ACE 






2 


dl 


fi 


REMEMBER ME WEU, BECAU5E 
NOW I AM YOUR JUDGE 




THE STARSHIP COMMANDER STAREO AT HIM WITH CONTEMPT 


► ^ 
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WHO ON THE PLANET KLIS COUID EVER 
FORGET YOUR TREACHERY AND EVIl? IT 
>* WAS A joyousday WHENWERIO < 
OURSELVES OF YOU* IT IS A SA P DAY TO , 
' \r-3 FIND YOU STILl EXIST! 




INSECT! YOU WILL REGRET 
iVT THOSE WORDSIÏ 


crrviT AMn'nïrV WERF ORDFRED TO BE~PRESENT AT THE INTERRQGaTÏQN 


I 


TEIL ME WHY YOU RETURNED 
AFTER SUCH A LONG TIME? 


1; 




OUR LONG-RANGE SCANNERS ON 
r? KUS DETECTED THE PRESENCE OF 

DEEPSPACE SHIP. WE CAME TO f 
. INVESTIGATE. 1 
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SPERI5 PUlitÜ a LEvEk. AND A SECliON OF THE 
FLOOR OPENED 


WE SURVIVED THE VIVIPODS WHEN WE 
r FIRST CAME HERE' SEE !F ÏOU CAN' T 


AND NOW . . . YOU TWO WILL HELP SUPERVI5E 
THE REPAIR OF THE STARSHIP! WITH IT I PLAN 
TO ANNIHILATE KLIS! AND THEN I SHALL WAGE 
waronyourownplanet imeantobe 

fer^r MASTER OFTHEGALAXYjhü 


MT is GONE! but yours IS NOW, 
g^HERE. 1 AM MOST GRATEFUL. 
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THE WORK IS FINISHED! THE 
STARSHIP IS OPERATIONALONCE MORE! 
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SEE! IT COMES ... 
AS YOU PROMISED! 




ABOARD THE ARGO, COMMANDER SINCLAIR 
STUDIED THE APPROACHING CRAFT WITH COOL 
PROFESSIONAL CALM ANO MILITARY CAUTION. 
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THE TIME HAS ARRIVED! 
PRÉPARE FOR BATTLE! 
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RAISE THE DEFLECTOR SHIELD! 
PREPARE FOR BATTLE. 
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IN FRUSTRATION, SPERIS^^I 
ORDERED THE RECAll— 

SO IT 15 STALEMATE? BUT NEVER ^ 
• FEAR! MY HAND IS NOT PLAYED * 
YET. YOU WILl APPROACH THE SHIP 
AND PARLEY WITH YOUR mg 
-lteC3T COMMANDER. 


1\ 


DO EXACTIY AS YOU ARE TOlD. DO 
NOT OUESTION MY DECISIONS. - 
NOW GO! TAKE THE CRAIG PERSON 
WITH YOU. 




'Ui 


V 


Si. 


:Wl 




il ! 


/f*' 


» f ABOUT WHAT? HE'D 
■m m NEVER SURRENDER. 




BEFORE LONG. THE TWO CRAFT WERE APPROACHING THE ARGO 






• i 


• • 






$ 




sV 


'O-— 




1u 








. l- 1 • N — I 




























SCOTT GAVE THE FREQUENCY ON WHICH| 
TO CONTACT SPER1S — ^ 

è Mi :: '2232 S'* *• • ; ö5= 
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LAST! WHEN YOU IANDEO ON 
EBRO AND WERE CAPTURED,1 
ORDEREED YOU TO BE TAKEN TO THE 
" MANIPULATOR ", DID I NOT? 




YES . . . BUI YOU NEVER TOLD 
ME WHAT THE MANIPULATOR " WAS 
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I'M NOT GOING BACK! 


V YOU'RE NOT TAKING ME BACK ~ 
ABOARD TO BLOW UP MY OWN 5HIP! 


5COTT 5QUEEZED OFF A BLAST FROM HIS 
PHASER, BUT IN FREE SPACE HE WASN'T A 
STABLE FIRING PLATFORM. 
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YOÜ HAVE TO COME BACK 






THE TWO BEGAN A STRUGGLE IN SPACE 


SORRY, SCOTT — BUT LACK OF AIR 
Wlll DO THE JOB. 






: A 


1 f 




« 




■*. -1 '• 




- )*E 


F 


.•*- 


:vfV 






V* : Vk.'V*' 

• rf-' 

*■ 

*r # *’iVfc v ■■•.*■••■ 

^T-7 ' t\ ! ,i&****~ • * .•’•:• •:...- - 

'!.'•**. v * v5.rS.V-- .V: ;• -ijf.fi 

. . v- *• 




•fv 


• ê ' 




■Vi: 




- • • (*•; 
■A ï V* 


•'■ *■ 


Ji- ■ 
^ , 
r*i 

A* 




M 


■& 


>y.i 


CA/V1f RQUND 


^BOard 
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WHY DIDN'T YOU KILl ME. DICK? WHY 
TV DIDN'T YOU BLOW ME TO PIECE5 
TgJS WITH THAT 5HOT? 


U v; 


COULDN'T HAVE STOOD THE 
MESS! NOW LISTEN CAREFULLY . 














X SCOTT HAS BEEN RECAPTURED, U 
UNFORTUNATELY! IT SEEMS WE MUST 
AGREE TO YOUR DEMANDS. WE WILl 
COME ACROSS NOW TO NEGOTIATE 
OUR SURRENDER. ^ " ” |É 


ONE OF ARGO'S SHUTTLES TOOK THEM ACROSS 


[ BOW TO THE RULER OF EBRO. 1 
AND ULTIMATELY THE UNIVER5E! 





NOT A SINGLE ROBOT MOVED — 


WH-WHAT'S HAPPENING? YOU HAVE MADE THEM 
MAIFUNCTION. I SHALL DESTROY YOUR SHIP. 
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THANK JUPE THAT'S OVER! 
EXPLAIN AGAIN ABOUT THE ROBOTS. 


m 


!■» »• 


WHEN YOU BEAMED OUT. THE ROBOTS STOPPED 
ALL THE TIME THE BÉAM WAS ON. DICK 
IMMEDIATELY REALISED THISw SHOUTED TO ^ 
ME. AND WENT AFTER YOU. THE BEAMER USES 
TIME/SPACE DISTORTION TO BEAM MOLECULES 
SHORT DISTANCES — THIS DISTORTION 
1 PREVENTED THE ROBOTS GETTING THEIR ) 
^“TT MICROWAVE INSTRUCTIONS. I 


f A-: 


AND THE PORTABLE BEAMERS 
WERE ENOUGH TO BRING THE, 
^TARMY TO A STANDSTIll .y 
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DON T FORCET THIS 
MOIMTHS^%S« 
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On safe afyowr news^ents/j^/ 





































GUIDE TO THE SPACEMEN 


Soyuz 1 1 was crewed by three cosmonauts, commander Lieutenant 
Colonel Georgi Dobravoisky, below, Viktor Patsayev and Vladislav 
Volkov who had already been in space. Their mission, launched on 
June 6, 1971 ended in a tragedy. After a record-breaking 23 days, 
18 hr., 22 min. their craft suffered a pressurisation failure ón re- 

entry and all three died. 
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